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| am so happy to be
greeting you again this
month. Work has been a
bit of a challenge lately,
but thanks to all of our
wonderful Board of
Directors, S| Bellflower
continues to go forward
with great enthusiasm. |
might remind you that
the word enthusiasm has
its roots in the word
i Go d &a | think that
when we work with
enthusiasm we are
working with God on our
side.

This month has been a
wonderful  month to
reinvest and to feel that
enthusiasm for all of our
causes and work. On
February 8tth. we
conducted
Hearts to The
Communi lt was the
first time that all of the
awardees and
scholarship  recipients
were honored at the
same event. We gave our
scholarships to deserving
young women who were
very grateful for the
Ahand upo.
other money awards and
certificates were handed
out to gracious awardees,
many of whom depend
on our support during
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the year. Sometimes we
are so busy with
fundraisers; we tend to
forget the purpose of

raising those funds. When
the money and certificates
are awarded we have the
opportunity to see our
efforts at work, and it is a
wonderful feeling to know
that Sl Bellflower is
proactive and able to
accomplish as much as we
do. The meeting was a lot

of fun and | was very
happy that Bellflower
Mayor, Ray Dunton

assisted me in handing out
the certificates. We are so
fortunate to have such
helpful  city dignitaries

come out and support our
efforts.

fi Op Bve idayslates L attended

my first Bravo Awards for
the city of Bellflower. It
was again  wonderfully
rewarding to listen to all of
the stories about our local
heroes, which included an
award to the veterinary
clinic staff that saved a
wonderful German
Sheppard, by the name of

Award key note speaker
was Huell Howser and he
was very uplifing and
inspirational. He is always
delightful to see and hear
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on television, but in person
he was extraordinary.
Again all of the city
dignitaries were present
and contributed to the
celebration of the
day. While having a tasty
lunch provided by the city,
Mayor Dunton mentioned
to me that it was nice
having lunch with me this
week at both events, and
that we may
meeting | ike
wonderful day, and | know
| will go again and | invite
you to attend
both Opening Our Hearts
and the Bravo awards so
that you can have the
experience of seeing for
yourself all of the good
work that is done in our
community.

In this day and age, when
it seems like only negative
news is on the TV and
radio, | was truly touched
by the awardees at our
Opening our Hearts and by
those at the Bravo Awards.
So may | say to all of you
hard working Soroptimists
and the Friends that

T hsapportB roan oefforts,

BRAVO to all of us!
Have a wonderful month
with lots of enthusiasm!
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Soroptimist is a volunteer organization for business and professional women
who work to improve the lives of women and girls in local communities and throughout the world.
For more information go to www.sibf.caminorealregion.org

, Www.caminorealregion.org

, and/or www.soroptimist.org
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President Deana was all smiles on this day, as we
presented all of our awards and scholarships for the

year. City Councilman Ray Smith, seen left, was one of

the presenters from the City of Bellflower. Other
presenters included Bell fl owe
Councilman Randy Bomgaars, Erin Stibal from
Supervisor Don Knabeos of f i
Senator Al an Lowent hal 0s of
Assembl yman Ricardo Larads o0
Ramirez, board member for Bellflower Unified School

District.

Our award winners were: (from left to right, back row
first) Natali e Horn, Womends Opportunity Winner
Wi nner , Victoria Osaji, Schol arship Recipient,
Winner. In front are Vivian Gatica and May Angeles, Ruthe Harris Award Winners, and Stephanie
Deslate, Scholarship Recipient. All of the recipients were so grateful and so well spoken, even
though they are still so young and inexperienced at public speaking. This event is truly the
culmination of all of our efforts throughout the year, and it is gratifying to see these young faces light
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For more information go to  www.sibf.caminorealregion.org , Www.caminorealregion.org , and/or www.soroptimist.org
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up with joy, and to know that they will be better able to succeed, if only just a little bit more, because of
the assistance and encouragement that we have provided.

Local Agencies That We Support

----------

Representatives from some of the agencies that we support include, from left to right: Cindy Van
Meeveren, Bellflower Volunteer Center; Renett Banagas, Caring Connections; Betty Morse, ARC;
Christina Satki, Su Casa, Ending Domestic Violence; Terri Ferrieri and Tina Marshall, Little House.

Presenters at left are Laura Sanchez
Ramirez, Deana Porter, Ray Smith,

and Erin Stibal. Stephanie Delsate, at
right, is cheerful and gracious at the

microphone when accepting her four-

year scholarship award from

S.I1. Bellflower.

Soroptimist is a volunteer organization for business and professional women

who work to improve the lives of women and girls in local communities and throughout the world.
For more information go to  www.sibf.caminorealregion.org , Www.caminorealregion.org , and/or www.soroptimist.org



http://www.sibf.caminorealregion.org/
http://www.soroptimist.org/

